
Climate Crisis: Common Misconceptions   
 
Scientists disagree about whether humans are causing the Earth’s climate to change. 
 

 928  Peer-reviewed “climate change” articles published in scientific journals - last 10 years 
O% of articles in doubt as to the cause of global warming 
 
636 Number of “climate change” articles published in popular press- last 14 years 
53% of articles questioning existences of “climate crisis”. 
 
Scientists overwhelmingly agree that the earth is getting warmer, that this trend is caused by 
people, and that if we continue to pump greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, the warming 
will be increasingly harmful. 

 
Climate naturally varies over time.  The changes are natural cycles.  
 

The study of tree rings, lake sediments, ice cores and other natural features provide a record of 
past climate variations. Ice cores taken from Antarctica show that carbon dioxide levels are 
higher now than they have been at any time in the last 650,000 years.  More CO2 means higher 
temperatures. Today’s climate variations are far outside normal variations. 

 
It’s too late.  There is nothing we can do about climate change. 
 

“Denial ain’t just a river in Egypt.” (Mark Twain) There is much that can be done, but we must 
start now.  We can’t ignore the causes and impact of climate change any longer.  We must 
reduce our use of fossil fuels by government initiative, industry innovation and individual 
actions.  We solved the problem of holes in the ozone layer.  We can solve this one! 

 
Temperatures in some areas aren’t increasing; so global warming is a myth. 
 

Temperature change is not evenly distributed over the surface of the earth.  Climate is an 
incredibly complex system.  Some areas of the globe – such as northern Europe – might actually 
become colder.  This does not change the fact that the surface temperature of the planet is rising, 
as are the temperatures of our oceans. Both contribute to the melting of ice, which is causing sea 
levels to rise.  

 
Lots of things can impact climate – why worry about CO2  ? 
 

There is a direct correlation between temperature and CO2 .   Both are at extremely high levels 
today – above normal variations.  Climate is sensitive to many things besides carbon dioxide – 
sunspots, for one, as well as water vapor, but there is a direct correlation between temperature 
and CO2  We can reduce CO2  production.  We can save our planet. 
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